Adding a dependency to the VirtualCenter service so that it waits for SQL Express remedies
this.

To create a service dependency:

1. Click Start > Run.
2. Type services.mse and press Enter.
3. Locate the SQL Express instance for VirtualCenter. For example, SQL Server
(SQLEXP_VIM).
4. Open the SQL Express instance and note the Service Name. For example,
MSSQLSSQLEXP VIM .
5. Inthe Run dialog, type Regedit.exe and press Enter. Browse to
HKEY%LOCALgMACHINE\SYSTEM\CurrentControlSet\Services\vpxd )
6. Double-click the DependOnService key and add the Service name using the name
identified in step 4.
7. Close Regedit .
Go back to the Services Panel and open the SQL Server properties.
9. On the Dependencies tab, verify the VMware VirtualCenter service is listed as
depending on the SQL service instance.
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As you can see the solution is fairly casy. Keep in mind that you need to be running the SQL
Server locally on the vCenter server for this to work, especially for larger environments I
wouldn’t advise running both on the same box. For SMB environments this should work just
fine.
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