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NoTE You can also PXE boot the ESXi instaiJer to Jaundl an interactive installation or a scripted 
installat ion. See "PXE Booting the ESXi lnstaller," on page 156. 

• Verify that the server hardware clock is set to UTC. This setting is in the system BIOS. 

• ESXi Embedded must not be on the host. ESXi lnstallable and ESXi Embedded cannot exisl on the same 
hosl. 

Procedure 

1 Insert the ESXi installer CD{D\10 into ~,. CD/D\10-ROM drive, or attad' theInstoller USB flash drive 
and restart lhe machine. 

2 Set the BIOS to boot from tl'e CD-ROM device or the USB flash drive. 

See your hardware vendor documentation for information on changing boot order. 

3 In the Selecl a Disk panel, select the drive o n w hich to lnstall or upgrade ESXi and press Enter. 

Press Fl for information about the selected disk. 

NoTE Do not rely on the disk order in the Jist to select a disk. The diskorder is determined by the 
BlOS. On systems where drives a.re continuously being added and removed, they might be out o f o rde r. 

4 lf u,e instoller finds an existing ESX or ESXi installation and VMFS datastore you can choose from the 
following options: 

5 

6 

7 

8 

VMware, lnc. 

• Upgradc ESXi, prcscrve VMFS datastore 

• InstaU ESXi, preserve VMFS datastore 

• InstaB ESXi, overwrite VMFS datastore 

lf an existing VMJS datastore cannot be preserved, you can choose o nly to instaU ESXi and overwrite 
the existing VMFS datastore, or to cancel the installalion. lf )'Oll choose to overwrite the existing VMFS 
datastorc, back up the datastore first. 

U you are migratlng a 4.x host that contains custom Vfßs that nre not induded in the ESXi ins taller ISO, 
u,e option Upgrade ESXi, preserve VMFS datastore is replaced with Force Migrate ESXi, preserve 
VMFS datastore. 

CAUnoN Using the Force Migrate option might c.ause u,e upgraded host to not boot properly, to 
exhibit system instability, or to lose functionality. lf you are upgrading a 5.0.x or 5.l.x host, supported 
custo m VJBs that are not induded in the ESXi instaJier ISOare migrated. You do not need to to select 
the Force Migrate option. See " Upgrading Hosts Th,,t Have Third-Party Custom VIBs." on page 149. 

Press F11 to confirm and start the upgrade. 

\Vhen the upgrade is complete, remove the installation CO/DVD or USB flash drive. 

Press Enter to reboot the host. 

Set the fi rst boot device tobe the drive on whid' you upgraded ESXi in Step 3. 

U an existing \fl>.>f_FS datastore ca.nnot be preserved, )'OU can choose onl}' to install ESXi and overwrite 
the existing vtviFS datastore, or to cancel the installation. lf you choose to ovenvrite the existing VMFS 
datastore, back up the datastore firsl. 

See your hardware vendor documentation for infonnatlon on changing boot order. 
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