
Generated by Clearspace on 2009-11-22-08:00

1

ghettoVCBg2.pl - Free alternative for backing
up VMs in ESX(i) 3.5 and 4.x (no SSH
console required!)

Description:
This tool is the follow up release of the ghettoVCB backup utility which allows users to perform backups of virtual
machines residing on ESX(i) 3.5+ servers using methodology similar to VMware's VCB tool. By incorporating highly
constructive feedback from the VMware community and utilizing the existing VI API, ghettoVCB’s framework was
completely rewritten to be harder, better, faster, stronger.

The primary motivation for ghettoVCBg2 was to provide ESXi users with access to the utility without relying on
unlocking and utilizing the unsupported console. To satisfy this requirement, the rebuilt framework takes advantage
of the VI Perl Toolkit/vSphere SDK for Perl which is present in the VIMA/vMA virtual appliance provided by VMware.
As a result, ghettoVCBg2 provides a more proper backup solution that administrators can utilize in their virtual
infrastructure.

As it stands, it is a requirement that ghettoVCB be invoked directly on each of the ESX servers hosting virtual
machines in need of a backup. By taking advantage of VIMA/vMA, the entire backup process becomes centralized
in turn eliminating the abovementioned requirement. Additionally, by leveraging the vi-fastpass library, unattended
authentication between VIMA/vMA and target ESX servers is made possible. This alleviates the need to continually
pass in credentials for each ESX server.

By centralizing the backup process, individual virtual machine backup lists pertaining to their respective ESX(i)
servers are no longer required. ghettoVCBg2 has the ability to identify virtual machines and their respective hosts,
potentially eliminating any past confusion associated with maintaining multiple lists.

In its current configuration, the script will allow up to 3 unique backups of the Virtual Machine before it will overwrite
the previous backups; this however, can be modified to fit procedures if need be. Please be diligent in running the
script in a test or staging environment before using it on production live Virtual Machines; this script functions well
within our environment but there is a chance that it may not fit well into other environments.

Find more information at: http://communities.vmware.com/docs/DOC-9843

http://communities.vmware.com/docs/DOC-8760
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K2cYWfq--Nw
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